	


Memorandum

To:
AMF Members

From:    Abby Holman


Date:
August 3, 2004
Re:
Absentee Ballot Card (ABC) Kit 

“Promote the Vote” Phase II-- Absentee Ballot Card (ABC) Drive

One convenient way to ensure that your employees vote is to hold an Absentee Ballot Card (ABC) Drive, the second phase of AMF’s Promote the Vote Program. 

Anyone can vote absentee in Maine, which makes voting easier than ever! Mainers can vote 30-45 days before the election in the privacy of their own homes or at their town office simply by requesting to do so. Here’s how it works!

Any registered voter in Maine can request an Absentee Ballot by filling out the Secretary of State’s required form. An Absentee Ballot is then sent to whatever address is provided on the form—whether it be an out-of-state address or one’s home address. Then, the voter mails it to or drops the ballot off at their municipal office before the polls close on Election Day. 

AMF has designed special Absentee Ballot Cards that can be tailored to your organization. The cards can have your company logo, a targeted message to your employees and the Secretary of State’s required Absentee Ballot Form. Once you sign-up for the ABC Drive, we will contact you concerning the design of your personalized cards and the implementation of your drive. 

The process of holding an ABC Drive is simple and easy. AMF can either do the work for you or you can hold an ABC Drive in your workplace:

ABC Option 1: Have Absentee Ballot Cards mailed to your employees. This method is often utilized by other organizations and has proven successful. This is not a direct solicitation of your employees. You are simply encouraging them to fill out a card, so that they can receive their election ballot at their home. 

You can either provide AMF with a list of your employees’ addresses, or we can arrange with our printer to receive the address lists. Your employees’ names and addresses will be printed on the cards and sent to them directly at their homes. Under no circumstances will the list be used for other purposes besides the drive.

The Absentee Ballot Card can then be mailed back to AMF or dropped off at the employee’s municipal office.

ABC Option 2: Order the necessary Absentee Ballot Cards from AMF and hold a drive at your workplace. This drive would be similar to the Voter Registration Drive. Here are some different ways to hold your drive:

· Announce an ABC Drive:  Either include an ABC Drive as part of a company event or plan a targeted day.  An ABC Drive can easily be incorporated into company outings, in-house seminars, or regular staff meetings.  (See attached promotional material) Delegate one staff person to regularly collect the completed ABC’s and send to us and we will forward them to the appropriate municipal offices.  
· Delegate ABC efforts to managers:  Make it a priority for managers to hand out ABC’s during their staff meetings or when appropriate.  Provide an incentive for managers to report back the number of employees under their supervision that have applied. (See attached promotional material) Delegate one staff person to regularly collect the completed ABC’s and send to us and we will forward them to the appropriate municipal offices.   
· Send a broadcast email: Pre-written emails are available on the AMF website: http://www.allianceformaine.org/page.asp?g=maine&content=absentee The email could include the vital information about your ABC Drive, i.e. what, when, where, why and how?
· Set up an ABC table:  Set up an ABC table in a highly used space in your business—the lunchroom or reception area, for instance. ABC’s should be supplied on the table, along with a box for completed applications. Delegate one staff person to regularly collect the completed ABC’s and send to us and we will forward them to the appropriate municipal offices.  

Option 1 is more effective, but it is important that you choose the option that suits you best. It is crucial for voter turnout in November to make voting as simple as possible. Voting does not get much easier than being able to vote on one’s own time and at one’s convenience. 
“Promote the Vote” Phase III—Get Out the Vote (GOTV)--The third and final phase of our “Promote the Vote” efforts is the Get Out the Vote (GOTV) effort, which we will ask you to implement during the final weeks leading up to the November 2nd election. The GOTV Drive is designed to further encourage your employees to vote. 

Employee Communications--Throughout these three phases, it is important that you continue to communicate with your employees and associates about economic issues and candidate positions. Visit our website, allianceformaine.org, for payroll stuffers, draft newsletter articles and economic issue papers that you can use to help inform your employees. 

AMF PAC--Also, learn more about AMF’s PAC efforts at:  

http://www.allianceformaine.org/page.asp?g=maine&content=pac  

Please fill out the enclosed ABC Drive Order form to get your drive started. If you have any questions regarding our ABC Drive, please call Melissa Grondin at (207) 620-7060.
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