	


Memo

   To:
  AMF Members

From:
Abby Holman

Date:
6/22/2004
Re:
AMF Promote the Vote Education Program: Employee Voter Registration Kit
AMF Promote the Vote Education Program

Summer is the time to hold an Employee Voter Registration Drive at your workplace. Why?  

Maine’s businesses are uniquely positioned to provide voter education to employees, shareholders, retirees and their families—a large portion of the state’s population. Providing voter information to your employees is easy, it’s rewarding and, since you talk to your employees every day, it’s timely. 

AMF’s Promote the Vote Education program provides you with all of the necessary information and material to educate your employees about voting and the issues, right up until Election Day.  

The first step toward educating your employees is to set up an Employee Voter Registration Drive. This drive can be tailored to your specific needs by utilizing the action items below that best pertain to your business.  People fail to vote for a lot of reasons—lack of awareness, apathy, confusion or the belief that “their vote doesn’t make a difference.”

Employee Voter Registration Kit:

· Order the necessary Secretary of State Voter Registration cards from AMF.  You need one for every employee that may register.  Once they are filled out, send them back to us and we will deliver them to the Secretary of State’s Office. (See attached order form.)

Choose one of the Following (or do all!)

· Announce a Voter Registration Event:  Either include a voter registration drive as part of a company event or plan a targeted day.  A voter registration drive can easily be incorporated into company outings, in-house seminars, or regular staff meetings.  (See attached promotional material)
· Delegate voter registration to managers:  Make it a priority for managers to hand out voter registration applications during their staff meetings or when appropriate.  Provide an incentive for managers to report back the number of employees under their supervision that are registered to vote.  Set a timeline of registering as many employees as possible by Labor Day. (See attached promotional material)
· Send a broadcast email: Pre-written emails are available on the AMF website (allianceformaine.org) and could include the vital information about your voter registration day, i.e. what, when, where, why and how?
· Set up a voter registration table: A voter registration and information table would be set up in a highly used space in your business—the lunchroom or reception area, for instance. Voter registration cards should be supplied on the table, along with a box for completed applications.   AMF will be sending you information throughout the summer and fall to share with employees, as well as posters and newsletters.  Delegate one staff person to regularly collect the completed registration cards to send to us and we will deliver them to the Secretary of State’s Office.  

Again, in order to support your efforts, AMF offers materials to publicize your registration drive to your employees. On our website (allianceformaine.org), we’ve posted an array of broadcast emails, payroll stuffers and posters that you can print and use to advertise your effort. If you would prefer, AMF can send you copies of these documents.

Instructions for filling out the Voter Registration Application:

The instructions for filling out the Maine Voter Registration Application are simple: every required field must be filled in or the application could be rejected. Please see the attached “Voter Registration Application Instructions” poster for step-by-step instructions. 
Thank you in advanced for implementing a Voter Registration Drive - the first step in the Promote the Vote education effort. It is important to Maine’s economic future to both motivate and educate voters. 

In the coming months, we will send you information to help you begin educating your employees about the issues that are important to your industry. Also, we will work with you to meet the pro-economy candidates and potentially invite them to your workplace.  If you have any questions regarding our Employee Voter Registration Program, please contact Melissa Grondin, Program Coordinator at 620-7060.  
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